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GABAPENTIN 

Basic Information 

The precise mode of action of Gabapentin remains unknown, however, several molecular 
mechanisms have been proposed. Gabapentin is thought to limit the sustained repetitive firing of 
action potentials and increases brain GABA (Gamma-aminobutyric Acid) levels in patients with 
epilepsy. 

 
Dogs and Cats 

Gabapentin is a new drug in veterinary medicine that is used in the control of refractory epilepsy in 
dogs and cats. Its efficacy for treating refractory epilepsy is unknown. Your vet may recommend 
gradually weaning your pet off gabapentin rather than discontinue it suddenly. This is because there 
are reports of withdrawal seizures when gabapentin is stopped abruptly. 

Gabapentin is also commonly used in both dogs and cats to treat neuropathic chronic pain. It 
appears to be most effective when combined with other types of pain relief medications, permitting 
the use of lower doses. Gabapentin is used in animals with chronic osteoarthritis and pain associated 
with malignancy. 

 

How to give 

Gabapentin should be given exactly as your vet has prescribed. If you have accidentally missed a 
dose, give the next dose when you remember. If it is close to the next dose, give it to your pet at the 
scheduled time. Do NOT double dose as a means of catching up. 

Wash your hands every time after giving this medication to your pet. 

 

Side effects 

The most common side effect is sedation and ataxia (loss of the ability to coordinate muscular 
movements). 

 
Precautions 

Gabapentin is contraindicated in animals that are hypersensitive to it. 
Gabapentin should be used with caution in animals with renal disease and liver disease. 

It should only be used in pregnant animals if the benefits outweigh the risks. At high doses in 
laboratory animals, Gabapentin has been shown to cause foetal death. 

Use the commercially available human Gabapentin product with extreme caution in dogs. This is 
because it contains xylitol, which is toxic to the liver of dogs. 

Keep this drug out of the reach of children. 
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Drug interactions 

Oral antacids may decrease the oral bioavailability of Gabapentin. 

Do not administer gabapentin together with hydrocodone of morphine. Concurrent use can increase 
effects of Gabapentin. 

 

Overdose 

If you suspect that your pet has been overdosed or another pet has consumed Gabapentin 
inadvertently, contact your vet or an emergency centre as soon as possible. 

 

Storage 

Store Gabapentin capsules and suspension at room temperature in device provided and away from 
light. 
 

mailto:orders@compoundedmedication.com.au

