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ITRACONAZOLE 

Basic Information 

Itraconazole is an antifungal drug that is effective against fungi including yeasts. The absorption of 
itraconazole is dependent on the presence of food. Bioavailability can decrease to 50% or less if 
given on an empty stomach. When given with food, the bioavailability increases to about 100%. 
Itraconazole is very highly protein bound and is widely distributed throughout the body. It is 
metabolised in the liver. 

 
Dogs & Cats 

Itraconazole is used to treat susceptible systemic fungal infections in dogs and cats.  

 
Horses 

Itraconazole has been used to treat fungal rhinitis due to Aspergillus sp in horses. Topical 
itraconazole has also been used to treat ulcerative keratomycosis in horses due to Aspergillus sp. 
Aggressive treatment using concurrent oral antifungals may sometimes be needed in chronic cases. 

 

How to give 

Itraconazole should be given exactly as your vet has prescribed. If you have accidentally missed a 
dose, give the next dose when you remember. If it is close to the next dose, give it to your pet at the 
scheduled time. Do NOT double dose as a means of catching up. 
Wash your hands every time after giving this medication to your pet. 

 

Side effects 

In dogs, the most common side effect is anorexia. The most significant side effect is liver toxicity. 
Some dogs may also develop oedema and inflammation of the vessels of the limb that will resolve 
following drug discontinuation. 
In cats, anorexia, weight loss, vomiting and liver toxicity have been reported. 
In horses, uveitis may be seen initially following treatment due to fungal death. 

 

Drug interactions 

Please review all medications or supplements that your pet is receiving with your vet. 

 

Precautions 

Itraconazole is contraindicated in patients that are allergic to it or to other triazole antifungal drugs. 
Use itraconazole with extreme caution in patients with pre-existing liver disease.  
Itraconazole has been shown to be toxic to the mother and foetus in laboratory animals. It should be 
used in pregnant animals only if the benefits outweigh the risks.  
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Keep this drug out of the reach of children. 

Drug interactions 

Please review all medications or supplements that your pet is receiving with your vet. 

 

Overdose 

If you suspect that your pet has been overdosed or another pet has consumed itraconazole 
inadvertently, contact your vet or an emergency centre as soon as possible. 

 

Storage 

Store itraconazole at room temperature (15-30°C) in tight, light resistant containers. 
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