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KETOCONAZOLE 

What is it used for? 

Ketoconazole is an anti-fungal agent used to treat susceptible fungal infections in cats, dogs, horses, 
exotics, birds and reptiles. 

 
Dogs 

Ketoconazole is predominantly used to treat susceptible fungal infections, such as Coccidiomycosis, 
Aspergillosis, Cryptococcosis, etc. Ketoconazole is occasionally used for other purposes, such as: 

• Hyperadrenocorticism if mitotane is unsuccessful 

• Atopic Dermatitis (immunosuppressive effects – usually used in conjunction with 
cyclosporine) 

• Immune Mediated Haemolytic Anaemia (Immunosuppressive effects – usually used in 
conjunction with cyclosporine) 

 
     Cats 

Use is controversial due to potential toxicities, try to use Itraconazole where possible. If used, 
Ketoconazole is predominantly used to treat susceptible fungal infections, such as coccidiomycosis, 
blastomycosis, etc. 

 
Horses 

Ketoconazole is used to treat susceptible fungal infections (usually involving Aspergillus species). Can 
be used topically or concurrently with oral anti-fungals. 

 
Rabbits/Rodents/Small Mammals 

Ketoconazole is used to treat susceptible fungal infections, such as candidiasis. 

 
Reptiles 

Ketoconazole is used to treat susceptible fungal infections 

 
Birds 

Ketoconazole is used to treat susceptible fungal infections (in particular candidiasis) 

 

How does it work? 

Ketoconazole is an antifungal drug that can act as a fungistatic (stopping fungal reproduction) or 
fungicidal (killing the fungi directly) agent depending upon drug concentrations. Although not 
definitively determined, it is hypothesized that Ketoconazole exerts it’s effects by directly interacting 
with and increasing fungal cell wall permeabilities. 
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It is very effective against most pathogenic fungi, and has proposed antibacterial, anti-inflammatory, 
and immuno-suppressant effects. However, the primary use of Ketoconazole is as an Anti-Fungal 
agent. 

 

How do I give the medication? 

• Follow the exact instructions given to you by your veterinarian pertaining to dosing. If you 
miss a dose, try to give it as soon as you remember or as close to the next dose time as 
possible. Don’t double dose to make up. 

• Always wash your hands after giving the medication 

• Do not stop giving the medication and don’t change the dosage instructions without 
consultation with your veterinarian. 

 

Is there anything I specifically need to know about this medication? 

• Keep this medication out of reach of children and all pets. 

• Vets will be aware of this, but for your own knowledge, consider the following when using 
this medication: 

o Avoid administering to any animal with known hyper-sensitivities to the drug 
o Use with caution in patients with underlying liver disease or thrombocytopaenia 
o Avoid use in pregnant animals. Ketoconazole is a known teratogen. Use when 

benefits outweigh the risks. 
o Use of Ketoconazole can inhibit steroid synthesis, adjunctive glucocorticoid therapy 

is sometimes required, particularly in times of stress. 
o Vets will normally suggest regular monitoring or liver enzymes and blood counts 

during therapy 

 

Are there any side effects? 

Gastro-intestinal symptoms (vomiting, diarrhoea and most commonly anorexia) are the most 
common side effects seen with ketoconazole administration (particularly in cats). 

Other less common adverse reactions (particularly in cats) includes: 

• Liver Toxicity 

• Thrombocytopaenia (low numbers of white blood cells) 

• Gonadal and Adrenal Steroid Synthesis Inhibition 

If used at the correct dosages for the right reasons, side effects should be minimal. 

 

How do I store the medication? 

• Store at room temperature in a dry, cool place. 

• Keep away from heat and UV light. 

• Keep out of reach of children and other pets. 
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Are there any drug interactions I should be aware of? 

Ketoconazole can interact with several medications. Any concerns, please speak to your 
veterinarian. 

 

What happens if I overdose my pet? 

Call your veterinarian immediately. 
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